NOVEMBER 16, 2015

A THOUGHT FROM ST. FRANCIS DE SALES

Never be in a hurry; do everything quietly and in a calm spirit. Do not lose your

inner peace for anything whatsoever, even if your whole world seems upset.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Fr. Chris Beretta, OSFS

Thoughts on Paris

Friday evening, I sat down to watch the news and the unfolding details of the attack on Paris. At the same time, I took a
look at the readings for weekend Masses I would be preaching on Sunday. As the end of the Church Liturgical Year
approaches next weekend, the scripture readings take on a somewhat ominous tone as they ask us to consider the end
times. In Sunday’s gospel (Mark 13: 24-25), Jesus warns: "In those days after that tribulation the sun will be darkened, and
the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from the sky, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.”

It would be easy to consider the many problems plaguing the modern world, including this weekend’s attack in Paris, and
wonder if somehow the world is irreparably coming apart at the seams. Both in our own nation and abroad, the world
seems more divided than ever. Violence, war, and terror cast a long, dark shadow over humanity. And against such a
backdrop, the teachings of Jesus, asking us to turn the other cheek, to pray for our persecutors, and to love our enemies,
can appear hopelessly antiquated, pious platitudes at best and dangerously naive at worst.

Yet the world of Jesus was every bit as violent, divided, and desperate as our own. He preached at a time when his own
nation was occupied by a brutal foreign power, movements toward independence were ruthlessly repressed, and he
himself was executed for preaching the kingdom of God, a kingdom of justice, love, and peace. “Jesus of Nazareth, King
of the Jews,” read the mocking yet ironic inscription on his cross in the place where the crimes of the accused were named.
God became human to reveal our goodness — a goodness often concealed by war, famine, poverty, loneliness, violence,
sin, division, loss, and disease. Every time Jesus reached out to those pushed to the margins of life, he revealed the beauty
and dignity of every human life. Perhaps the goal of the terrorists is to permanently blind us to this goodness and dignity,
to make us doubt that reconciliation is possible, and to so close our hearts that we will reject the notion that each of us are
created in God’s image. And yet, however else the world pursues justice in the future, we cannot allow our fear, vengeance,
or hatred to rob us of this inspired vision of humanity that Jesus himself was willing to die in order to save.

A key component of our spirituality is Salesian optimism, rooted in the belief that each human being is a child of God -
even those whose actions cause so much harm, destruction, and suffering. This optimism reminds us that in spite of our
own flaws and shortcomings, we can be witnesses to the gospel by choosing faith, hope, and love, rather than giving in to
doubt, despair, and hatred. Martin Luther King said, “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.” In
these often dark and divided times, let us remember that we are called to be ambassadors for Christ, and to bring his light
and his love to the world, beginning with the people we see every day. And let us always remember that whatever we do
at Salesianum, our mission of educating and developing the whole person cannot be fulfilled without striving to instill
this same bold courageous, optimistic spirit in our students. For to Live + Jesus is to pray for peace, to work for justice,
and to remember that we are all children of God.



SPECIAL EVENT!
Salesianum Breakfast Series: Pope Francis, the Church, and the World
Tuesday, November 17

There’s no doubt I'm very biased on this one, but we are fortunate to have a great speaker coming to school this week and
all parents are welcome to come! Msgr. Irwin is not only a renowned scholar on the Eucharist and the Catholic Church,
but also the best teacher I ever had. I took his course on Eucharist and the Priesthood in graduate school 20 years ago, and
found him not only a brilliant theologian but also an entertaining and captivating speaker. He was a contributor to the
pope’s recent encyclical, Laudato si’, on climate change and other challenges facing our planet. If the future of the church
and the world interest you, there’s no better speaker I could recommend! Come out and support this great series offered
to our alumni, parents, and friends in the community.

A Date and Time: Tuesday, November 17, at 7:30 AM in Centenary Hall. Coffee and light breakfast are included;
register on the Salesianum website or click on this link: http://salesianum.org/events/breakfast-speaker-series/

A Speaker: Msgr. Kevin W. Irwin, a priest of the Archdiocese of New York who served as Dean of the School of
Theology and Religious Studies at The Catholic University of America. He holds the Walter J. Schmitz, Chair of
Liturgical Studies has published 16 books, and is a regular contributor on CNN and other media outlets during
papal elections and other significant church events.

Spirit Week Video

The Annual Spirit Week Video was edited and directed by Asa Bloom ’16, written by Cole Smithson ’16, and voiced by
Pat Lyons ’16. Each year, students work to capture the spirit of their school in word, images, and music, as well as reflect
our theme for the year, We Are Called. The students did an incredible job of showcasing the various talents of our
community. As Cole wrote, “These virtues live on in each of us, binding us together, separating us from the pack. We are
what makes this school great. We are the life force within this great building.” The link to the Spirit Week video can be
found here - http://goo.gl/W]gTy9. Enjoy!

Thank you to Parents!
Speaking of Spirit Week, thanks to the many parents who helped support us this past week by volunteering at the open
house, providing faculty and staff with breakfast on Thursday, and baking for or volunteering at the homecoming dance.

Next SalesTalk Live: Thursday, December 3, at 7:00 PM

The next SalesTalk Live, the open “town hall” meeting with the chance for a presentation and Q and A with the principal,
will be Thursday, December 3, at 7:00 PM. Our focus will be on the Arts and on several new initiatives in the work at
Salesianum. More details to follow in the coming weeks. Save the date!

Have a great week, and let us keep the victims in Paris in our prayers.
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Fr. Chris Beretta, OSFS
principal@salesianum.org
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Faculty Focus: Pavla Osborn and the Hermanos Unidos

Mrs. Pavla Osborn, in her second year of mentoring Hermanos Unidos, is presiding over the growth of this important group
for Latino students. The group’s goals include helping Latino students identify with their Latin roots, making Latino families
in the school community feel welcome, promoting the Latino culture, discussing issues (such as immigration, discrimination,
misinterpretation of the culture, etc.), and providing service opportunities in the Latino community for the school. With
Mrs. Osborn’s support and encouragement, our students have attended the Delaware Latino Summit in 2014 and 2015,
participating in sessions on Youth Leadership, Social Justice, and education.

Leadership this year is shared by seniors Serafin Escobar and Jahaziel Valenzo and junior Franklin Rodriguez. The students
are focusing on service performed at the Wilmington LACC (Latin American Community Center), helping with ESL classes

for Latino adults and interacting one-on-one with Latino immigrants, learning from their experiences, and seeing firsthand
how English as a second language is taught. I would like to thank Mrs. Osborn and the Salesianum students in this club for
this very important contribution to our school and our community!

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

Mr. Jude Szczerba, Dean of Academic Affairs - juszczer@salesianum.org

December Exam Days

For the first time this year, Salesianum has reserved three testing days in December leading up to our Christmas break.
On December 16, 17, and 18, students will be scheduled for assessments in the following subject areas: Religious Studies,
English, Social Studies, Mathematics, Science, and World Languages. Two subject areas will be assigned to each day, and
this schedule will soon be posted. The testing days will operate in the same fashion as final exam days at the end of the
school year. Teachers may use these testing slots to administer midterm exams or unit/chapter tests. The idea here is to
prevent the buildup of multiple tests on the last day or 2 preceding the long break. Dismissal on each of these days will be
before noon; this reduced schedule will provide additional study time during these final busy days of the calendar year.

STUDENT LIFE

Mr. Mike Gallagher, Dean of Student Life - mgallagh@salesianum.org
Mr. Bill Dinardo, Assistant Principal for Student Discipline - wdinardo@salesianum.org
Mr. Dan Jackman, Director of Student Activities - djackman@salesianum.org

Hero Blood Drive

The Blood Bank of Delmarva is collecting blood in honor of Chris White ’17. This drive will continue through the month
of November. Schedule your appointment at www.Delmarvablood.org and make sure you fill out the Hero Card at the
reception desk. Learn more about the Hero Blood Drive - http://goo.gl/0aS8xF.

Kenney House Turkey Drive

Kenney House is sponsoring its annual Turkey Drive to benefit Terry Children’s Center and Sunday Breakfast Mission.
Students can bring turkey donations to the Athletic Center on Monday, November 23 between 7:30 — 8:15 AM. Please
direct any questions to Mr. Walker at dwalker@salesianum.org or Mr. Sutherland at wsutherland@salesianum.org.

Football Banquet

A reminder for football families who have not registered for the football banquet on Sunday, December 13. Registration
is required no later than November 25. Please login to your TeamSnap account (https://goo.gl/Ntg829) for registration
details or contact Amy Filliben at afilliben@hotmail.com if you have any questions.
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Raffle

Congratulations to winners from week three of the raffle — 1 Place — Carl Cohill ($750), 2*¢ Place — Bernie Foster ($500),
3" Place — Alison Windsor ($250), 4" Place — Kristin Donovan ($100), 5" Place — Joe Jenkins ($100), 6 Place — Sharon
Corbett ($100). Prize checks will be mailed to winners. Raffle tickets will be accepted again during lunch periods on Friday,
November 20. If you have any questions, please contact Dan Jackman at djackman@salesianum.org.

GUIDANCE

Mr. Will Yarnell, Director of Guidance - wyarnell@salesianum.org

Junior Parent Guidance Meeting
The Junior Parent Guidance Meeting will take place on Thursday, November 19 at 7:00 PM in Centenary Hall. This
meeting will go over important information about the college application process.

Kaplan Practice Test
The free Kaplan practice test to help students choose between the SAT and ACT will be held on Saturday, January 16 from
9 AM - 12:30 PM at Salesianum. Register online by January 13 at http://goo.gl/uLpEXY. Please direct any questions to

Greg Schrader at Gregory.schrader@kaplan.com.

PARENTS ASSOCIATION

Mrs. Lee Anne Cassidy, SPA President - salespa@salesianum.org

NYC Bus Trip
Grab a friend and join the SPA for the annual bus trip to New York City on Wednesday, December 2. The price is $50
and covers the cost of transportation only. Registration Form.
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