) Sales Talk

FOR THE PARENTS OF SALESIANUM SCHOOL DECEMBER 8, 2014

A THOUGHT FROM ST. FRANCIS DE SALES

You learn to speak by speaking, to study by studying, to run by running,
to work by working; and just so you learn to love God and man by loving.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Fr. Chris Beretta, OSFS - principal@salesianum.org

Dear Parents,

As a boy, I can remember having an “Advent calendar” posted someplace prominently in our kitchen. Every day,
someone was designated to open another “door” on the calendar as we counted down the days to Christmas. Along
with the commercial buildup we see happening all around us, and new candles lit at the Advent wreath throughout the
month, it seems as though the Church “counts down” along with the rest of the world as we wait for December 25.
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Yet there is so much more to Advent. “Prepare the way of the Lord!” exhorts us to look to the future, not the past.
Advent preparation has little or nothing to do with trees, presents, lights, holiday parties, or sales. Not that we should
avoid opportunities to be merry, but the preparation called for by the prophets, and echoed by John the Baptist, are

words spoken to rouse a people from sleep to ready themselves — and their world - for the return of the king.

More than anything, Advent is a time of challenge. “O come let us adore him,” we will soon sing in Church, but the
child we honor will grow to preach the Kingdom of God so powerfully, he was crucified for it. His kingdom has no
army, treasury, or political allegiances. It is a kingdom of justice, love, and peace, and it seeks to raise up all those the
world has left behind: the poor and blind, the widow and orphan, the stranger and enemy, the tax collector and sinner.
A quick glance at the cast of characters in those familiar manger scenes provided a glimpse of God’s plan that still
challenges the values of our world today: Joseph and Mary, unwed and unfit parents, too poor to afford lodging;
homeless shepherds who slept in the cold to keep watch over their flock; strange, foreign wise men from faraway lands.

Not exactly the upper crust of society gathered in the presence of the newborn king, but then again, this was a completely
different kind of kingdom.

Of course, the birth, death, and even resurrection of Jesus did not complete his work. Jesus left the kingdom unfinished,
like the beginning of a glorious cathedral that is nowhere near being done, but is already a masterpiece. Advent reminds
us that his work was unfinished by design, so that you and I might have the opportunity to lend our gifts and talents to
the cause. A Salesianum education must prepare our students for this Advent mission, whatever their individual talents
may be. It isn’t hard to find the brokenness of our world (or even our own lives), but the Advent challenge requires
recognizing that our lives are never truly our own; we are ambassadors of the king. The injustices of our world must
never become an inconvenience for us to callously ignore as we hurry about our busy lives; they are reminders that the
work on God’s unfinished kingdom continues. And whatever other talents we possess, our willingness to view life
through the lens of those with a different experience, or those who suffer, is perhaps the greatest gift we can ever give.

In this spirit of challenge, one of the greatest prayers for building the kingdom this Advent might be the Peace Prayer,
attributed to St. Francis of Assisi. When our world feels as though it is turned upside down by events beyond our control,
Advent reminds us it was never really our world to begin with. For Christians, where anyone is suffering, we all are
diminished. And so we must be determined to reach beyond what divides us and build that kingdom, person by person.
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Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;

where there is doubt, faith;

where there is despair, hope;

where there is darkness, light;

where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console;

to be understood as to understand;

to be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
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ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

Mr. Jude Szczerba, Dean of Academic Affairs - juszczer@salesianum.org

Course selection for the 2015-2016 school year will be here before we know it. Students should begin considering
electives that they are interested in taking next year. This is a good time to talk to teachers about the specifics of the
classes they offer and to research electives that may help in the college selection process.

Post-Thanksgiving break

There are 15 school days between our Thanksgiving break and Christmas break. Many teachers will test during the
weeks of December 8" and 15" in an effort to bring a unit of concepts to a close before the extended Christmas break.
Please help your son in the process of planning for multiple tests by helping to develop a plan to study for each test over
the period of several days. This approach of planning backwards and incremental study will improve preparation and
retention of concepts over Christmas break.

Second Semester Schedules
Our 2™ semester will begin on January 14. Students are asked to check their 2° semester schedules on NetClassroom
before Christmas break, notifying the Academic Office of any errors. Please note the following:
1) Freshmen: Health and PE classes will trade places on the schedule with the exception of the A1 section.
2) All 1-semester courses will end and be replaced by a new course or study hall.
3) Most juniors have Junior Advisory added to their 2" semester schedules. This course meets once per cycle.
4) At this time, students are not permitted to request schedule changes unless an extraordinary need arises.
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STUDENT LIFE

Mr. Mike Gallagher, Dean of Student Life - mgallagh@salesianum.org
M. Bill Dinardo, Assistant Principal for Student Discipline - wdinardo@salesianum.org
Mr. Dan Jackman, Director of Student Activities - djackman@salesianum.org

Salesianum Christmas Concert

Join the Salesianum concert band, wind ensemble, and choirs as they perform on Thursday, December 11 at 7:00 PM
with a selection of Christmas music. Art students will have their work on display and Lawless House will have live
nativity scene in the lobby beginning at 6:00 PM. Admission is free.

Winter Cleaning
A reminder to have your son bring home any clothing stored in his locker, including P.E. clothes and jackets, for
cleaning over the Christmas break.

Bus Schedule
The bus transportation schedule for December 19 will be released in the coming week with any adjustments posted to
the daily announcements.

Yearbook Orders

Last call for yearbook orders at the current rate of $95 as this rate expires on Monday, December 15 (a conflicting date
of December 8 originally appeared). Order a yearbook online http://goo.gl/vhWGdl or send in a check to Mrs. Manuel
in the library. Please be sure to include your son’s name and student ID on the memo line of the check.

Senior Yearbook Ads
Senior parents don’t forget to purchase your senior yearbook ads. All ad sales and designs are completed via the Josten’s
website - http://go0o.gl/UTGuPE. Ads must be completed by January 12.

Freshman/Sophomore Ski Trip
The freshman and sophomore class ski trip to Blue Mountain Ski Resort is scheduled for Saturday, February 21.
Additional details regarding price will be released in the coming weeks.

GUIDANCE

Mr. Will Yarnell, Director of Guidance - wyarnell@salesianum.org

SAT/ACT Practice Test
Salesianum will offer a full SAT and/or ACT practice test for sophomores and juniors on Saturday, January 24 from 9
AM - 1PM. Register online by January 21 at http://goo.gl/1axN6N.

PRAYER INTENTIONS

Fr. Mike Vogt, OSFS, Pastoral Care Coordinator

We keep in prayer this week all members of our extended School Community:
For health, healing, and well-being:
A Sam Mattiola '11, brother of senior Jack Mattiola, surgery on broken leg

For all the faithfully departed:
A Eddie Hayes
A And for all the names listed in the Book of Remembrance kept in the school chapel.

ALL LOVE, NO FEAR
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Salesianum School Weekly

Calendar
Week of December 8 - 14
E-DAY: AM ASSEMBLY SCHEDULE
Monday ,
A School Mass, Gym, 9:00 AM, Gym
December 8 A Varsity Hockey vs. LaSalle College HS, 7:40 PM, The Pond
F-DAY: REGULAR SCHEDULE
Tuesday ,
A All Catholic Christmas Concert, 7:00 PM, Auditorium

December 9
G-DAY: WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE

Wednesday

December 10

A Advent Penance Service, 1:02 PM, Gym
A Faculty Professional Time, 2:00 PM

A-DAY: REGULAR SCHEDULE

Thur Sday A Swimming vs. Brandywine, 4:00 PM, Claymont Elementary

December 11 A Salesianum Christmas Concert, 7:00 PM, Auditorium
B-DAY: REGULAR SCHEDULE
Frlday A Varsity Wrestling at Milford Invitational, 4:00 PM
December 12 A Parents’ Association Christmas Party, Dining Center
Satur daY A Varsity Wrestling at Milford Invitational, 9:00 AM
December 13 A Silent Night Basketball Game vs. William Penn, 7:30 PM, Gym

Sunday

December 14




Salesianum School Weekly Calendar

Week of December 15 - 21

Monday

December 15

C-DAY: REGULAR SCHEDULE

A Swimming at Delaware Military Academy, 5:30 PM
A Varsity Hockey vs. Downington West, 7:40 PM

Tuesday
December 16

D-DAY: REGULAR SCHEDULE

A Varsity Basketball at Malvern Prep, 7:00 PM

Wednesday
December 17

E-DAY: WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE

A Faculty Meeting, 2:00 PM, Centenary Hall

Thursday
December 18

F-DAY: REGULAR SCHEDULE

A Swimming vs. Brandywine, 4:00 PM, Claymont Elementary
A Salesianum Christmas Concert, 7:00 PM, Auditorium

Friday
December 19

G-DAY: REGULAR SCHEDULE

A Last day of classes, 1:52 PM dismissal

Satur day A Varsity Wrestling at University of Delaware Carpenter Sports Building
December 20
Sunday A Varsity Basketball vs. Ewing, 12:00 PM, at Archbishop Wood
December 21
Mon, Jan 5 School Resumes
Lo okin g Tue, Jan 6 School Mass
Tue, Jan 13 Sophomore Parent Guidance Meeting, 7:00 PM
Ahead... Wed, Jan 14 Class of 2019 Salesian Scholars Reception, 6:30 PM

Thurs, Jan 15

Martin Luther King Dinner, 6:00 PM




